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PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES: BOARD OF PLUMBING & HVACR  EXAMINERS 
 
MEETING DATE AND TIME: Tuesday, November 8, 2011 8:30 a.m. 
 
PLACE: 861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware 
 Conference Room A, second floor of the Cannon  
 
MINUTES APPROVED: January 10, 2012 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT    

    
Jerome Todd, Professional Member, President 
Dean Sherman, Professional Member, Vice President 
Carol Guilbert, Public Member, Secretary  
Robert Briccotto, Jr., Professional Member  
Frank Beebe, Professional Member 
James Anderson, Public Member       
John Brady, Public Member 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT 
 
Gerard Pepeta, Professional Member   
 
DIVISION STAFF/DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 
 
Jennifer Witte, Administrative Specialist II 
Danny Stevenson, Deputy Attorney General 
Vera Sitze, Court Reporter 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
 
Charlie Robbins 
John Behorner 
Chuck Davidson 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
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Mr. Todd called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m. 
 
REVIEW OF MINUTES 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Guilbert, seconded by Mr. Brady, to approve the October 11, 2011 
meeting minutes as amended.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
  
Proposal to Deny Hearing-Harry Somers 
 
The hearing went on record at 9:06 a.m. 
 
Mr. Stevenson introduced that this was a proposal to deny hearing for Harry Somers for not 
meeting the requirements for licensure by examination. 
 
The Board members were introduced. 
 
Mr. Somers agreed to proceed with the hearing without legal counsel. 
 
Mr. Stevenson has marked as Boards Exhibit 1 a packet of documents including: application for 
licensure by examination, tax document Schedule C’s for years 1998, 1999, 2001, 2002, 2005-
2010, certificate of liability insurance, copy of cfc card, copy of Tredyffrin Township license, verf 
of Township license, proposal to deny letter with USPS signed green card, hearing notice with 
USPS signed green card.  
 
Mr. Somers was sworn in and testified that he has been doing HVACR work all of his life. HE 
went into the Navy then to refrigeration school from 1958-1965. When he got out of the Navy he 
worked for various refrigeration companies until around 1977 when he s=went into business for 
himself. He worked in both New Jersey and Pennsylvania, which both states do not have a state 
licensure, and he worked for the Local 420 Union in Pennsylvania for five years. 
 
Mr. Somers took questions from the Board. 
 
The hearing went off record and into deliberations. 
 
The hearing went back on record at 9:23 a.m. 
 
Mr. Somers took the stand again and answered additional questions from the Board. 
 
Mr. Somers added testimony that he entered the Navy as a Fireman Recruit or E1. After boot 
camp he was a Seaman Apprentice for 4 ½ years before sitting for the E6 exam.  
 
The hearing went off record and back into deliberations. 
 
The hearing went back on record at 9: 29 a.m. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Brady, seconded by Mr. Beebe, to approve the Master HVACR 
examination application of Harry Somers based on the Del. Code 24 1821, and to allow him to 
sit for the bypass exam.  The motion was unanimously carried.  
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The hearing went off record and adjourned at 9:32 a.m. 
 
Verbatim testimony was taken by a court reporter. 
 
Final Denials of Applications 
 
With there being no additional documentation received, a motion was made by Mr. Briccotto, 
seconded by Ms. Guilbert, to deny the Master HVACR examination application of Eric Martin, 
and the Master Plumber examination applications of Kevin Ingraham and Jay Sockel. The 
motion was unanimously carried.  
 
Re-Review of Examination Applications 
 
After review, a motion was made by Ms. Guilbert, seconded by Mr. Briccotto, to approve the 
Master HVACR examination application of Jeffrey Zanes contingent upon verification of 
supervised experience under a NCC licensee. The motion was unanimously carried.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Review of Examination Applications 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Briccotto, seconded by Mr. Brady, to approve the Master HVACR 
bypass examination application of Robert Clothier, the Master HVACR examination application 
of Richard Finocchiaro, and the Master HVACR Restricted bypass examination application of 
George Millar. The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Briccotto, seconded by Mr. Brady, to table the Master HVACR 
examination application of Donald Rolph for receipt of a criminal history report from the State 
Bureau of Investigations. The motion was unanimously carried.  
 
A motion was made by Mr. Briccotto, seconded by Mr. Brady, to table the Master Plumber 
examination application of Kevin Whitfield for verification of supervised experience under a 
master licensee. The motion was unanimously carried 
 
Complaint Status 
 
34-03-10-Dismissed 
34-04-10-Office of the Attorney General 
34-08-10-Assigned 
34-09-10-Assigned 
34-01-11-Assigned 
34-02-11-Assigned 
34-03-11-Office of the Attorney General 
34-04-11-Assigned 
34-05-11-Assigned 
 
Ratification of Applications 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Briccotto, seconded by Mr. Beebe, to approve the ratification of the 
Master Plumber applications of David Phippin, William Kirkorian, and John Bahr, the Master 
HVACR Restricted application of David Phippin, and the Master HVACR applications of Russell 
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Shatuck, Edward Trolio, Robert Spalding, Frank Moran, and Jamaal Brown. The motion was 
unanimously carried. 
 
Ratification of NCC Applications 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Brady, seconded by Ms. Guilbert, to approve the ratification of the 
Master HVACR Restricted application of Richard Brown. The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
There was no correspondence 
 
OTHER BUSINESS BEFORE THE BOARD (for discussion only) 
 
Ms. Witte advised the Board that Charlie Robbins has been appointed to the Board as the 
replacement for Mr. Briccotto and his first meeting will be January 2012. 
 
Mr. Sherman addressed the Board regarding Mr. Briccotto’s suggestion that the State 
Plumbing/HVACR license numbers visible on all company vehicles and asked if Mr. Stevenson 
was able to clarify if this would require a regulatory change.  
 
Mr. Stevenson did verify that this will require a regulatory change.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
There was no public comment. 
 
NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING 
 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 10, 2012 at 8:30 a.m. in Conference Room 
A, second floor of the Cannon Building, 861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Todd, seconded by Mr. Briccotto, to adjourn the meeting. The 
motion was unanimously carried.  The meeting adjourned at 9:42 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jennifer Witte 
Administrative Specialist II 
 


